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Nestled in an attractive park like setting, amongst 
trees, gardens, and water features, the Greater 
Vernon Museum & Archives is a dynamic and 
innovative museum, serving and enriching the 
lives of both local residents and visitors to the 
North Okanagan by promoting knowledge and 
understanding of our history, from the past into 
the present.

Discover the unique and colorful saga of our 
region as revealed through a series of exhibits 
representing the stories, and reflecting the 
experiences, of the many individuals and  
cultural groups who have come together over 
time, to create the mosaic of our community.

Follow the path of our permanent exhibits to 
discover the early history of the area.  Learn 
about this area’s indigenous people, their lifestyle 
and technology.  See the “Metamorphosis” of 
Vernon unfold as you walk along the boardwalk, 
and check out the historic main street shops as 
you stroll down early Barnard Avenue. 

Our temporary displays complement and 
enhance the permanent exhibits, allowing 
visitors to dig deeper historically, as more  
of the museum’s artifacts and archival records  
are brought into public view, to reveal a myriad  
of intriguing stories.

The museum’s archives hold the key to the 
history of our community, in the form of original 

document collections, over 30,000 photographs, 
copies of the local newspapers from 1891 on, 
maps and information files.  The gift shop offers 
a selection of items to entice all age groups, 
from dinosaur excavation kits and puzzle boxes 
for children, to unique jewelry and historical 
publications for adults.          

As the history of the Greater Vernon area has 
grown over time, so have our artifact and archival 
collections.  This has inspired the creation of 
several satellite museums, highlighting the history 
of unique locations and significant collections.  
These include the Silver Star Mountain Museum, 
the Vernon Cadet Camp Museum, the Okanagan 
Landing Station House Museum, and the 
Okanagan Sports Hall of Fame.  

Our ever-expanding collections, events, and 
museum programs have also created a critical 
shortage of museum space.  For some time 
now, the Greater Vernon Museum & Archives 
has been working in partnership with the Vernon 
Public Art Gallery and other stakeholder groups 
towards the construction of a new cultural facility.  
This exciting project holds great promise for 
the expansion and improvement of the cultural 
amenities in our community.
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