
In 2017, Vernon Jubilee Hospital Foundation 
received its largest single gift to date.  Long-
time Okanagan resident Frank Yanavicius 
left a lasting mark on the community where 
he lived and a remarkable legacy gift to the 
Foundation. 

Frank Yanavicius, an only child, was born 
in Lithuania in 1927.  At the age of six, he 
immigrated to Canada with his parents, 
settling in the Lumby area where he grew up.  

A lifelong bachelor, Frank had a 33-year 
career as a metal sheet fabricator at 
Dominion Bridge in Vancouver and Calgary.  
In 1984, Frank retired and returned to Vernon 
to pursue the activities that he loved.   

Frank was a well-recognized and avid fly 
fisherman, with a passion for the sport that 
led him to become a founding member of 
the Kalamalka Flyfishers Club.  Instrumental 
in teaching newcomers, “Uncle Frank” as 
he was often called, taught fly fishing and 
fly tying courses through the Kalamalka 
Flyfishers Club and also taught fly fishing 
courses at Okanagan College.  

He participated in the numerous projects the 
Club spearheaded, most notably the annual 
Coldstream Creek enhancement, which 
upgrades the weirs for the fish to climb 
during the spawning season.  Frank also 
enjoyed taking part in the annual Polson 
Park Pond Free Kids Fishing Weekend, 
giving kids the opportunity to learn to fish.  
In recognition of his many contributions 
to the Club, Frank was made a lifetime 
honorary member. 

Frank was well-read, researching and 
learning about subjects of interest to him, 
including horticulture. His well-tended 
garden of vegetables and fruit provided a 
bounty for himself as well as his friends 
and neighbours.  Frank also shared his 
knowledge of horticulture, teaching friends 
about the best methods of pruning fruit 
trees, treating pests and fertilizing crops.

Frank was always careful with his money, 
often suggesting to friends they go for a 75-
cent coffee at the Halina Centre rather than 
a more expensive restaurant.  A friend once 
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asked Frank when he was going to buy a 
new truck.  Frank responded, “No need, 
the bucket of bolts is still running.” 

While Frank lived frugally, he was also 
generous, purchasing a home for his 
mother and step-father in their senior 
years. 

Frank was a private man, but those who 
knew him respected him as a good, all-
round person.  Though he was serious 
much of the time, friends say he was 
always fun to be with.  

During his later years, Frank’s health 
issues resulted in considerable time spent 
at Vernon Jubilee Hospital. 

In recognition of the exceptional care 
he received, Frank left the residual of 
his estate, totalling $1.2 million to VJH 
Foundation.

The Foundation is grateful for such legacy 
gifts. Working with Interior Health in the 

North Okanagan, VJHF determines how 
best to use each bequest, honouring the 
wishes of the individual, as spelled out in 
his or her will. 

Funds from Frank’s bequest will be directed 
to support expanded surgical services for 
Vernon Jubilee Hospital.  

Frank’s passing on June 22, 2015 at the 
age of 88 marked the end of a life well-lived 
and the beginning of a lasting legacy for 
others to live well.
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