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If you could turn back the 
clock three decades, chances 
are you’d find Ken Jaggard 
hanging around the board 
room at Penticton Regional 
Hospital. He did so for 35 
years before retiring in early 
2019 at age 91.
Jaggard started in 1984 as  
a director on the former  
Penticton Hospital Board.  
By 1986, he’d become chair-
man, a position he held for the 
next 10 years.  He then served 
as a director on the South 
Okanagan Similkameen (SOS) 
Medical Foundation board.
“I think we deliver the means to have some  
of the best health care in BC by providing the 
funds to buy some of the best equipment on  
the market,” he said.
Jaggard was actively involved in the SOS 
Medical Foundation’s $20-million campaign  
to provide the medical equipment for the  
PRH expansion. 
The new David E. Kampe Tower opened on 
April 29, 2019 and construction is now underway 
on Phase 2 of the $312-million project, which 
includes a major expansion of the hospital’s 
Emergency Department.  Construction will be 
complete by 2021.
“To me, the public is really interested in good 
health care,” he said. “Health care is one of 

the most challenging and 
rewarding jobs I’ve ever had. 
It’s great to see a campaign 
come together and be 
successful.”
Even in his former career 
with the Calgary City Police, 
Jaggard’s job involved 
helping the public. He retired 
as a police inspector in 1981 
after 30 years’ service.
Ken and his wife, Alice then 
moved to Penticton where  
he almost immediately 
became involved with the 
hospital.  He also learned 
first-hand about the quality  

of medical care at PRH after suffering a major 
heart attack in 1985.  
Both he and Alice, who passed away in 2007, 
became well known in the community not only 
through involvement in health care but in their 
local church and as a result of Ken’s active 
lifestyle. He is a life member of the Summerland 
Golf & Country Club.
Ken Jaggard is a great example of seniors who’ve 
had such a positive impact on the lives of others.
For more information about supporting  
health care in the South Okanagan,  
contact the SOS Medical Foundation  
office at 250-492-9027 or visit our website  
at www.sosmedicalfoundation.com.
John Moorhouse, SOS Medical Foundation
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