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Imagine for a moment what it would feel like 
to be unable to read a bedtime story to your 
child. To lack the skills to read and understand 
the cooking instructions on a package of 
food. Or the feeling of anxiety and dread that 
overcomes you when you’ve been asked to fill 
out an application form and you simply cannot. 
Envision that constant unsettling feeling of 
being trapped or stagnant and that you cannot 
ever become what you dreamed of becoming. 
That you simply cannot break down the wall 
looming in front of you. 

This is adult literacy. Literacy means power. The 
power to make choices in your life. To function 
in everyday society. To lead your life and grow 
into whoever or whatever you want to become. 
People’s lives are tremendously impacted by 
their level of literacy. It spans the life time. It is 
intergenerational and passes down from parent 
to child.

Okanagan College’s Volunteer Literacy Tutoring 
Program endeavors to break down those 
barriers and help learners reach their personal 
goals. We have some outstanding individuals 
already at work in your community volunteering 
their time to improve the life of another. They 
often remark that their experience has been one 
of the most rewarding things they have done. 
That they have gained from tutoring as much as 
their learner did, not only in terms of knowledge 
and skills but in terms of satisfaction in seeing 
that their efforts are making a real difference in 
someone’s life. 

If you feel that you would be a good fit for this 
rewarding volunteer opportunity or if you know 
of someone who may benefit from accessing our 
services, please contact Brianne Niznikowski, 
Literacy Instructor at Okanagan College. 

Phone: 250-492-4305 ext. 3331  
Email: BNiznikowski@okanagan.bc.ca

Adult Literacy and 
            the Volunteer Tutor




