
Many of us take our literacy for granted. 
We clearly voice our opinions, take part in 
conversations, and express our thoughts 
so that others understand us. We enjoy 
reading books, newspapers, greeting 
cards, and we comprehend the messages 
displayed on billboards, and in other printed 
materials.  
We can read menus, instructions, and recipes. 
We are able to write lists and communicate our 
thoughts in writing, and we can competently 
complete forms. We use our literacy skills all 
day long without thinking much about them. 

Now, think for a moment what your life would 
be like if you were not literate. What types of 
barriers would you encounter in your everyday 
life if you could not clearly communicate when 
speaking and writing? What if you had never 
known the joy of reading? Imagine that you 
could not read the newsletters and report cards 
that your children bring home from school. What 
if every literacy activity in your surroundings 
was a struggle? Can you feel the frustration? 
Literacy matters, and the level of literacy one 
has also matters. 

The Penticton Campus of Okanagan College 
has a program that offers free tutoring sessions 
for adult learners who wish to improve their 
literacy skills. This program, called the Volunteer 

Literacy Tutor Program (VLTP) would not exist 
without the caring volunteer tutors who are 
committed to making a difference in people’s 
lives. Every year, the tutors in the VLTP help 
members in their community become more 
confident and more literate as they work 
together, one-to-one, to meet an individual’s 
literacy goals. It is a great partnership in which 
both tutor and learner are rewarded with 
feelings of accomplishments. 

If you think that you would enjoy helping others 
with their literacy learning, and if you feel that 
you would enjoy making positive contributions 
to others, then perhaps becoming a volunteer 
tutor in the Volunteer Literacy Tutor Program is 
right for you? No experience is necessary and 
tutor training is free for all new tutors. 

For more information about the VLTP, please 
contact Brianne, Adult Literacy Instructor, at 
Okanagan College. Also, if you know an adult 
who would benefit from our free literacy tutoring 
services, please encourage them to contact 
Brianne. Phone: 250-492-4305 ext. 3331  
Email: BNiznikowski@okanagan.bc.ca
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