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The O’Keefe Ranch was established in 1867 
by Cornelius O’Keefe and his partner who were 
driving cattle from Oregon up to the gold miners 
in the Cariboo Goldfields. Impressed with the 
landscape and opportunity in the Okanagan, Cor-
nelius O’Keefe began one of the earliest cattle 
ranches in the valley. The Ranch also became 
the home of the first post office located in the 
general store and the stagecoach depot for the 
BC Express Co. stage lines, and a centre of com-
munity life for the settlers of the North Okanagan. 
The Ranch operated for 100 years until it was 
opened as an historic site in 1967. Ten years 
later, in 1977, it was sold to the Devonian Foun-
dation, a philanthropic organization who in turn 
gave the Ranch to the City of Vernon. The Ranch 
has since been operated by the O’Keefe Ranch 
and Interior Heritage Society, a not-for-profit and 
registered charitable organization.

 Today, the O’Keefe Ranch is a cherished site 
enjoyed by visitors of all ages and tourists from 
around the world. Open from May to October, 
the Ranch offers guided tours of the O’Keefe 

Mansion and self-guided exploration of the Log 
House, General Store, Blacksmith Shop, Schubert 
House, Balmoral School House, and one of the 
oldest remaining Catholic churches in the area, 
St. Anne’s Church. The Greenhow Museum offers 
a number of permanent and special exhibitions 
that help tell the story of early BC Ranching and 
presents the life and culture of the Victorian era. 
Many rare breed farm animals call the O’Keefe 
Ranch home, and visitors love to meet the lambs, 
peacocks, donkeys and more. The pottery and 
quilt barn are a work space for artisans to show-
case their talents. The miniature railway display, 
antique stove collection, antique machinery and 
farm implements are a great way for some guests 
to remember the past and others to learn about 
history. Special events such as Family Fun Days 
offer stagecoach rides, pony rides, and family-
friendly programming. Visitors can experience the 
authentic cowboy life with a tour of the Ranch by 
horseback or through the famous summertime 
Cowboy Dinner Show.

So much to see and do at the O’Keefe Ranch.

Open Daily May – October, 10am – 5pm,  
with extended summer hours
•  Tours  •  Exhibitions  •  Farm Animals 
•  Artisans  •  Special Events
•  Restaurant  •  RV Camping  •  Gift Shop
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